
 
 

20th May 2021 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Re: Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 

Nottingham City Council’s Public Health Team and Public Health England (PHE) have 

informed Ellis Guilford School that coronavirus (COVID-19) cases have been identified in the 

school that are related to a coronavirus (COVID-19) variant of concern  

 

The risk of ongoing transmission in the school is believed to be low. However, as a 

precautionary measure, PHE and Nottingham City Council’s Public Health Team would like 

to identify if there has been any asymptomatic transmission of COVID-19 by asking the 

children in the school to take a COVID-19 PCR test. Please note staff will also be asked to 

take a PCR test. 

 

A COVID-19 Mobile Testing Unit will be situated in the playground in the school 

grounds from Monday 23 until Friday 27 May. 

 

Public Health are also offering the test to the household and childcare bubble if they are 

unable to come to the school mobile testing unit for a test. An arrangement has been made 

for your convenience to collect and drop off the tests at the school. Each kit contains one 

PCR test, so please collect the number required to allow everyone in your household and 

childcare bubble to complete a test.  

Before taking the test you will be required to register kits online at your home address.  If you 

are unable to register the kit online, you can do so by ringing 119.  Details of this process will 

be provided with the test kit along with instructions on “how to take a test”. Completed test 

kits can be dropped back to the school.  

We strongly encourage all pupils to take a test in order to help stop any potential 

spread of the variant. 

 

Tests used will be PCR tests which involve taking a swab from the back of yours and your 

child’s throat and their nose.  Tests are not painful but they can be temporarily 

uncomfortable.  By using PCR testing, positive results can be sent for genomic sequencing 

at specialist laboratories, helping us to identify variant of concern cases and their spread.  

 

I understand you might be concerned about this - there have been a small number of cases 

of this variant identified across the UK, so, whilst not uncommon, we are very keen to 

identify all cases if possible.  Therefore, it is very important for everyone in the school to take 

part in the voluntary testing to stop any onward spread. 

 



If you, your child or anyone in your household does develop any symptoms of COVID-19, 
please treat this as a new possible infection and follow the usual NHS and government 
guidance on self-isolation and get tested. 

If anyone in your household tests positive and needs help (financial, food or medicine) to 

self-isolate for 10 days, support is available. Please visit 

www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/coronavirus 

 

 

Please be assured we are following the national guidance about reducing the spread of 

infection and will continue to work closely Public Health England as required. 

 

Thank you for your support with this. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

David Johns 

 

Interim Director for Public Health at Nottingham City Council 

 

Guidance on swabbing: 

For children - https://youtu.be/Xaw8DsF2Igc  

For this testing you/your child can continue normal activities, and no one is being asked to self-
isolate unless any of the test results are positive. 

Results of these tests will be communicated to you by within 24-48 hours via the contact 
details provided.  

 

http://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://youtu.be/Xaw8DsF2Igc

