
 

 

There are two parts to assessment for GCSE Photography. 

Unit 1: Portfolio- 60% of final grade. You will create a portfolio full of 
photographic work showing you have learnt about famous 
photographers, used a range of camera techniques, developed your 
ideas by using Photoshop, created photographic images and completed 
two final pieces. 

Unit 2: Externally set task- 40% of final grade. During Yr11 you will be 
expected to sit a Photography examination. The examinations board will 
provide a list of starting points and themes. You will select one starting 
point. You will have a few weeks to create research for your chosen 
theme. You will then produce a final piece of photographic work over 
the course of 10 hours (this is usually done over two school days and 
you will have normal breaks).   

How is it assessed? 
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For your Photography coursework you will 
produce two projects. 

The first topic is called “Natural and Man 
Made”. The second topic is called “Portraits”. 

You will learn about famous Photographers 
such as David Bailey and Ansel Adams. You 
will learn the technical aspects of photography 
such as shutter speeds and apertures by 
taking your own photographs. You will learn 
how you can edit and develop your original 
images using Photoshop.   

Contact Mr Reid  
Mick.Reid@ellisguilfordschool.org.uk 

“I don’t have my own camera, I can’t do the course!”- NOT TRUE! The 
school has a range of modern, high quality digital SLR and bridge 
cameras that you will use to take your own photographs. 
 
“You have to do lots of writing in the test.”- NOT TRUE! Before the final 
examination you will create preparatory work showing your ideas. You 
will annotate your preparatory work but most of your work will be 
practical. During your final examination you will focus purely on the 
practical final piece. 
 
“When I apply for college they won’t be interested in my Photography 
GCSE”. NOT TRUE! When you apply for college in Yr11 GCSE 
Photography counts as a full GCSE just like any other subject.   
 

GCSE Photography is a very popular subject 
which many students find highly enjoyable.  

Studying GCSE Photography will open up a lot 
of post 16 options for you. In recent years 
many Ellis Guilford students have gone onto 
study either A level or BTEC Photography at 
local colleges such as Nottingham Collage and 
High Pavement. Several students have then 
gone on to study Photography at university.    

If you are an imaginative person who would like 
to express themselves through photography 
and being creative, then this is the subject for 
you.  

You want a good grade at GCSE

Want to know more?  

Why Choose Photography? Myths  

What will I study? 
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