
 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer/Pupil, 

 

As we now approach the end of term, I write to introduce myself as the new, 

permanent Principal of Ellis Guilford school. I take up my post from September 

1st, 2020, when I look forward to welcoming back all pupils in the school.  

 

Prior to starting, I would like to thank the current Principal, Mr Powell for his 

contribution to the school and wish him well in his retirement. 

 

Firstly, let me acknowledge and thank all pupils and parents for your support 

over recent months, when the world of education has been nothing like we have 

ever known it. Pupils have continued to access remote learning, whilst there has 

been a number of children who have attended the school every day following 

lockdown, to continue their studies. In addition, many staff volunteered to 

support those in attendance and I would like to acknowledge all staff in the 

school who gave freely of their time. 

 

Moving forwards, I want to share with you some of our plans for the school. 

What is clear is the need to help the school develop its journey, so that we can 

all be proud of a school which has a rich and long-standing history in the 

community. The school has started that journey when it became part of a 

successful family of schools led by Creative Education Trust. Now, we are 

excited about its next phase. I am excited about making sure all young people in 

the school have opportunities to maximise their potential, feel confident, have 

access to high quality teaching and pastoral care. Everyone should be safe and 

happy. 

 

Returning after COVID-19 lockdown means a reorganisation of the school. 

We have compiled an information booklet for you which will provide you 

with all the information you need. Please be assured that the safety of your 

child in the school is paramount and all our planning has been scrutinised 

by the Trust and follows government guidance. We will provide a broad 

and balanced curriculum offer, children will be grouped in year group 

‘bubbles’ and teachers will travel to the classrooms where pupils will be 

based. In addition to the guidance, you will receive a personalised letter 
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providing you with details of where, when and how your child should 

attend school. The rear entrance of the school on Stockhill Lane will be re-

opening in September 2020 to support for better entrances to the school 

during the COVID-19 restart. Please note that years 7 and 10 are to use this 

entrance only. Year 8, 9 and 11 are to use the main school entrance on Bar 

Lane. You can expect to receive this booklet and further information via 

post the week commencing 24th August. 

 

As the new Principal, we have no time to waste. Every child’s education is 

happening ‘now’ and it’s important to start right now. We have already started to 

make changes. 

 

Over recent months the school has recruited 3 experienced senior leaders who 

will oversee behaviour and attendance, quality of education and academic 

standards. New Heads of Maths and Science will also focus on continuing to 

improve the learning in these key subjects. The school is fully staffed for 

September and one of my key priorities will be to reduce the number of supply 

teachers being used in the school. I’m sure you will agree with this. 

 

The importance of pupils attending school on time, every day is crucial to a 

child’s academic success. All too often, too many students have arrived late. We 

need to make sure that we all understand why attendance is important and we 

will be clear about arriving to school on time, maintaining good attendance and 

how this links to success. I hope we can work together to improve attendance 

where it is needed, whilst celebrating the success of the many students who 

arrive to school on time every day. 

 

We will be clear about our expectations for behaviour in the school, so that all 

pupils can learn effectively. Mr Gissendorf, new Associate Principal, will be 

providing you with our revised framework for learning guide, prior to the start of 

term. 

 

I am passionate about the need to wear correct uniform. During my brief visits to 

the school, I have been impressed by the number of pupils who wear their 

uniform with pride, and correctly. We need to maintain this. 

 

Higher standards and expectations, clarity and consistency will be the key to 

pupils’ success at the school. I know myself as a parent, these things matter 

greatly, and I again hope that we will have your support as we work hard to 

make improvements in the ‘basics’ of school. 

 

At the heart of any school is learning. Mrs Aris and Mr Fugill, senior Vice 

Principal and Vice Principal will be working to ensure your child’s education is 
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appropriate and challenging, stimulating and motivating and that assessments 

provide you with a clear picture in terms of how your child is progressing.  

 

We are introducing a number of other changes. These include: 

 

• Each year group having its own zonal area in the school 

• Additional, outdoor eating facilities are being introduced for September 

• Additional covered areas in each zone, together with tables and chairs 
will provide better facilities for pupils 

• One break time and one lunch time: pupils will be expected to go to their 
zones 

• The reintroduction of student services 

 

We hope these changes will help your child to learn more effectively whilst 

providing them with improved facilities out of lessons. 

 

For your diary, Ellis Guilford will have 2 INSET days, Tuesday and 

Wednesday ,1st and 2nd September, necessary to allow staff to return 

safely and be introduced to new school expectations. Y7 students only to 

attend for 3rd September and Y7 and Y11 only for 4th September. All pupils 

to return on September 7th.  

 

Whilst change is often difficult to come to terms with, I hope you agree that 

sometimes change is required.  

 

We will make sure your child is fully informed and aware of these changes and 

what it means to them when they arrive in school. 

 

At Ellis Guilford we will strive to provide your child with the best possible 

educational experience. I know we will all agree with that. 

 

Let’s work together to make it happen. 

 

 
 

Mr Chris Keen 

Principal  


