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Dear Parent / Carer, 

 

This time of National Emergency is a unique time for us all. I suppose the last time anything 

like this happened before was the Second World war. At least now, communication is much 

easier through mobile phones, Google Hangouts etc. To think of young adults going abroad 

to fight with just the occasional letter is very difficult to imagine. However, our current 

situation is nevertheless still very serious indeed. I hope everyone is keeping as safe as 

possible.  

 

Just to update you on a few issues and to address some questions we have been asked. 

 

Free School Meals 

 

During school closure, free school meals cannot be provided. We have bought some 

supermarket vouchers which entitled parents have collected from school. Unfortunately, free 

school meals are not available over the Easter period.  

At the start of next term, we will post out the vouchers. So please do not come into school to 

collect. They should be with you during the first week back, probably about Wednesday. The 

vouchers are for 2 weeks. 

 

Check Ins and Easter Project Work 

 

Can you please ask your son and daughter to continue to ‘check in’ over Easter. Instead of 

the normal school work being sent out, pupils will receive some Easter Project work which 

will be a little bit different to the normal school work. So, project work and catching up with 

other work not completed. 

 

Unifrog    

 

All our pupils have access to Unifrog and we are amazed at how the usage rate has 

increased this week. Unifrog is a careers tool where pupils can browse college and 

university courses across the globe, as well as being able to write CVs and Personal 

Statements.  

 



 

2 

 

 

 

We are now happy to announce that our parents can access all this information too!! We 

have activated a dedicated parent account, so you and your child can sit together to explore 

all post-16 options. Go to www.unifrog.org/sign-in, you will need to insert a form code. This 

is: parentsellisguilford. After that, you can set up your account. We hope you enjoy using the 

platform! 

 

Safeguarding 

 

Although school is not open over Easter we continue to work with pupils - and their families - 

to help keep them safe.  Pupils can reach out to us at safe@ellisguilford.nottingham.sch.uk 

about any safeguarding concerns or incidents.  The e-mail is monitored by our trained 

safeguarding team including through the Easter holidays.  We have also published on our 

school website signposts to a wide range of resources and services regarding mental health, 

well-being and counselling support.  This can be accessed at: 

https://www.ellisguilfordschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Student-Welfare-

Letter.pdf  We have also published some advice on how to stay safe online 

https://www.ellisguilfordschool.org.uk/main/ellis-guilford/e-safety  

 

Year 8 Options 

 

Many parents have asked about Year 8 options. This is when pupils have some choice over 

the subjects they study for GCSE. Recently, the Department of Education have issued 

guidance about Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4. They are concerned that schools are asking 

pupils to specialise too soon and wish all pupils to follow a broad curriculum for three years. 

They would like all schools to go back to the original system of having a three-year Key 

Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9) and a two-year Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11). 

Therefore, we will follow their guidance and move the GCSE guided option choice into the 

Spring term of Year 9 with immediate effect. Obviously, this does not affect pupils already in 

Year 9, just those pupils who are in Years 7 and 8. 

 

Reception 

 

Reception will be closed over Easter.  Please address any enquiries you have through the 

school e mail address enquires@ellisguilfordschool.org.uk.  

 

Thank you all for your best wishes sent to staff for providing work and keeping school open 

for the pupils who are children of key workers. 

 

Keep safe. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

 
David Powell 

Principal 
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